
MY FLOORBALL JOURNEY 

Floorball is a type of floor hockey. The game was invented 

in Sweden in the late 1960‟s. Basic rules were established 

in 1979 when the first floorball club in the world from Sala 

was founded in Sweden. Official rules for matches were first 

written down in 1981. The sport is organized internationally 

by International Floorball Federation (IFF).  

 As of 2014 there are over 3,00,133 registered floorball 

players worldwide. Some of the popular floorball 

tournaments are champion‟s cup, Euro floorball cup and World floorball 

championship. While IFF has 74 member countries, floorball is most popular where it 

has been developed the longest, such as the Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, 

Finland, Norway, Sweden and Switzerland. Some nicknames to this game are indoor 

bandy, uni hockey, plastic hockey etc. 

Floorball in India is governed by the Indian Floorball Federation. It was established in 

2000, but the national floorball championship were held before that. The Indian 

Floorball Federation is a member of International Floorball Federation (IFF) and has 

participated in international competitions called „International friendlies'. 

Narrating my experience with this game, on January 28th 2020 I gave my selection 

for Mangalore University floorball team and the selections went on well and we were 

waiting for the results. On the 19th of February we were on our daily routine of 

practicing for upcoming hockey tournament. Suddenly after the practice my physical 

director calls me up and says “congratulations u have been selected for All India 

inter University floorball championship and tomorrow morning you have to report for 

your training at Cauvery College Gonikoppa” that made my day and I was very 

happy about it. Very next morning I was at Cauvery College and the same evening 

we had our first training session and we had two practice sessions every day for 

about 8 days and also we had two days camp at Bangalore where we got the 

opportunity to practice with Indian team players! those sessions improved us as a 

team and made our team better. 

Then we had to report at Mangalore University campus to receive our train tickets, 

jerseys and track suit of Mangalore University, and next thing we know we were 

boarding train to Rohtak Haryana! It was a fun one and a half day journey where we 



had the time to get to know each other better. We were very excited to enter 

Maharishi Darpan University (MDU), it was a big University and it had huge campus. 

The university had arranged for our stay and we settled down quickly and went 

around to visit the places nearby 

Very next day we had the inaugural 

ceremony and it was overwhelming to see so 

many people from different region and 

culture, even though we were all from 

different states and universities, we all had 

one thing in common! That‟s the passion for 

the game. We all spoke to each other and 

shared our experience with each other. There were 8 Universities participating in 

boy‟s category and we were divided into two pools with 4 teams in each pool. We 

had our first match against ITM University Gwalior and we lost the match by 2 goals 

to 1. Very next match we were on the winning track by defeating Gautama Buddha 

University by 5 goals to 1 and even won our third match against West Maharashtra 

University by 7 goals to 5. We would take on lovely professional University Punjab in 

our next match and by hard luck we lost the match and secured third place at All 

India Inter University floorball Championship. It was a great learning experience 

playing at that level with some of the top players. Even securing a bronze medal at 

that level was big achievement for us as a team! We returned to Mangalore with 

happy faces and we were welcomed by our university physical education department 

and had a photo session in the university. In this journey we had lots of learning and 

moments to cherish that we had made along the way. 

In the end what we learnt was that it doesn‟t matter if we win or lose the game, but 

what matters is what we have learnt from the experience and how can we improve 

ourselves so that we don‟t make the same mistakes again. If we believe in ourselves 

and our team we can do it, if given an opportunity again I am very sure that our team 

will produce better results and we will aim for gold next time! 
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