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 Solid waste is unwanted and useless 
material generated from combined 
residential, industrial and commercial 
activities. 
 

 Solid waste is the waste material that is 
found in solid form 
 

 Ex:- tires, scrap metals, furniture, 
discarded appliances etc.  
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 Do you know that more than 50 per cent of the solid waste generated 
in India is biodegradable ? 
 

—It can break down on its own given the adequate conditions?  
 

This means that half of the waste can be treated at source and need 
not go to the landfills at all.  
 

Still, the mountains of waste in landfills are increasing at such a fast 
rate that most of them have run out of their storage capacity !  
 

We need to start taking responsibility for the waste we generate 



 Domestic wastes 
o Wastes generated by house hold activities 

 Commercial wastes  
o Wastes that are generated by commercial establishments 

 Industrial wastes 
o Discarded solid waste by industrial operations 

Construction waste 
o Waste generated from construction sites 

 Medical Waste: 
o any waste matter produced from hospitals, laboratory,  
dentist and any other health related practice. 

 Agricultural Waste: 
o  waste produced as a result of various agricultural operations. 
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 Out of the Above Solid Waste, Plastic is one of the Concern to the 
Environment as it is having the following  Properties:- 

Plastic 
 

Although it does not have an earth-friendly reputation, some plastic 
is recyclable and safe for repeated use. 
 

 Check the bottom of the container for plastics labelled 1PET, 2HDPE, 
4LDPE and 5PP.  
 

Most of these plastics are accepted in municipal recycling programs 
and break down without toxic leaching. 
 

 Avoid plastics with PVC and Other because these compounds are 
toxic chemicals that can leach into food, especially when the container 
is heated. 
 

 

5 



6 

 Do you know that more than 50 per cent of the solid waste generated 
in India is biodegradable ? 
 

—It can break down on its own given the adequate conditions?  
 

This means that half of the waste can be treated at source and need 
not go to the landfills at all.  
 

Still, the mountains of waste in landfills are increasing at such a fast 
rate that most of them have run out of their storage capacity !  
 

We need to start taking responsibility for the waste we generate 



7 



8 



9 



10 

DISPOSABLE 
BOTTLES 

DISPOSABLE  
PLASTIC COVER 

DISPOSABLE 
PLASTIC GLASSES 



Environmental Degradation 
 

 
 

 Plastics are generally non-
biodegradable; hence, they 
may take centuries to decay.  
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Durability 
 

Plastics generally have a short useful life 
compared to metals. 
 
Although some of the plastics are recycled, most 
remain uncollected in dump sites and pollute the 
environment.  

 
Additionally, polythene bags are easily carried by 
wind, something that makes them almost 
impossible to collect for recycling. 
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2. Fill it with  

some mud 
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 Finally , I would like say that, if 

we can make proper use of solid 
waste , the earth would be a better 
place to live in otherwise we would 
become part of that waste…  
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