
MY KARGIL WAR HERO. 

 

    Fought 22 years ago, on the harsh mountainous terrains of Kashmir, the Kargil War will 

always remain as a historic chapter worth remembering. On 26
th

 July, 2022 we will be 

celebrating 23 years of Indian Army’s and Indian’s victory over the barbaric invasion of the 

Indian lands of Kargil by the Pakistani Army disguised as Kashmiri Militants, posing a threat 

to the unity and sovereignty of India and Indians.     

   Today we all know about the Kargil War, 1999 or the Kargil Conflict, but most of the 

people have forgotten the ones who played eminent roles in the story. We remember the story 

but we have forgotten the elements whose efforts make the story worth remembering. Today 

we are going to talk about one such element whose actions changed the course of History. 

    Born on 27
th

 June, 1975 Captain Manoj Kumar Pandey, PVC (Param Vir Chakra) laid 

down his life on the eve of 3
rd

 of July, 1999 fighting the infiltrating Pakistani Force bunkered 

over the surrounding heights in Khalubar Hills, Batalik sector of Kargil. Captain Pandey 

graduated from the National Defence Academy in the 90
th

 

course and belonged to the Mike Squadron (Mustang). He 

was commissioned as a lieutenant of the 1
st
 battalion, 11 

Gorkha Rifles. 

   The intrusion into Kargil was reported in early May. The 

first battalion was on its way back to its peace time post in 

Pune, was under the command of Colonel Lalit Rai, the 

battalion was ordered to move to the Jubar, Kukartham and 

Khalubar region with their headquarters in Yeldor. Pandey 

as a part of the battalion he led a series of bold attacks. He 

was an impost part of the mission launched to capture Jubar. 

    The mission to capture Khalubar top was assigned to the ‘B’ company of the 1/11 Gorkha 

Rifles. Pandey was the commander of one of the platoons of the recapturing company. With 

the support of his men and a heart full of courage, Captain Pandey led hid men through a 

narrow and rough terrain, still short on objective the enemy fired on Captain Pandey’s 

platoon. Captain charged on the enemy with a full-throated battel cry- “Jai Ma Kali, Aayo 

Gorkhali.” 

    Attacking the enemy fearlessly, Pandey and his team captured the first position killing two 

enemy personnel and Captured the second post gradually. Captain Pandey was hit by two 

bullets on his chest and leg respectively. Injured he still continued with his conquest. Without 

caring about his serious injuries Pandey managed to capture the 3
rd

 post and he finally 

captured the fourth enemy post which was also the last post.  

    Captain Manoj Kumar Pandey succumbed to his injuries and laid down his life after the 

capture of the fourth post over the Khalubar Hills without caring about his serious wounds. 

 Captain Manoj Kumar Pandey, PVC. 



Captain Pandey has set an example of Gallantry, Integrity and Sacrifice for all of us and will 

always be remembers as a HERO in the books of India’s History of Valour. 


