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The Indian Navy is the maritime branch of the Indian 

Armed Forces. The President of India is the Supreme 

Commander of the Indian Navy. The Chief of Naval Staff, 

a four-star admiral, commands the navy. As a blue-water 

navy, it operates significantly in the Persian Gulf Region, 

the Horn of Africa, the Strait of Malacca, and routinely 

conducts anti-piracy operations and partners with other 

navies in the region. It also conducts routine two to three 

month-long deployments in the South and East China seas 

as well as the western Mediterranean sea simultaneously. 

The origins of the Indian Navy date to 1612, when an 

English vessel under the command of Captain Best 

encountered the Portuguese. Although the Portuguese were 

defeated, this incident along with the trouble caused by the 

pirates to the merchant vessels, forced the British to maintain 

fleet near Surat, Gujarat. East India Company (HEIC) 



 

 

formed a naval arm, and the first squadron of fighting ships 

reached the Gujarat coast on 5 September 1612. Their 

objective was to protect British merchant shipping off 

the Gulf of Cambay and up the Narmada and Tapti rivers. 

As the HEIC continued to expand its rule and influence over 

different parts of India, the responsibility of Company's 

Marine increased too.  

 

The dramatic change in the Indian Navy's capabilities and 

stance was emphatically demonstrated during the Indo-

Pakistani War of 1971. Under the command of 

Admiral Sardarilal Mathradas Nanda, the navy 

successfully enforced a naval blockade of West and East 

Pakistan Pakistan'slonelongrange submarine PNS Ghazi w

as sunk following an attack by the destroyer INS Rajput off 

the coast of Visakhapatnam in the midnight of 3–4 

December 1971 On 4 December, the Indian Navy 

successfully executed Operation Trident, a devastating 

attack on the Pakistan Naval Headquarters of Karachi that 

sank a minesweeper, a destroyer and an ammunition supply 

ship. The attack also irreparably damaged another 

destroyer and oil storage tanks at the Karachi port. To 

commemorate this, 4 December is celebrated as the Navy 

Day. This was followed by Operation Python on 8 



 

 

December 1971, further deprecating the Pakistan Navy's 

capabilities. Indian frigate INS Khukri, commanded by 

Captain M. N. Mulla was sunk by PNS Hangor, 

while INS Kirpan was damaged on the west coast. In 

the Bay of Bengal, the aircraft carrier INS Vikrant was 

deployed to successfully enforce the naval blockade on East 

Pakistan. Sea Hawk and the Alizé aircraft from 

INS Vikrant sank numerous gunboats and 

Pakistani merchant marine ships. To demonstrate its 

solidarity as an ally of Pakistan, the United States sent Task 

Force 74 centred around the aircraft 

carrier USS Enterprise into the Bay of Bengal. In 

retaliation, Soviet Navy submarines trailed the American 

task force, which moved away from the Indian Ocean 

towards Southeast Asia to avert a confrontation. In the end, 

the Indian naval blockade of Pakistan choked off the supply 

of reinforcements to the Pakistani forces, which proved to be 

decisive in the overwhelming defeat of Pakistan.  

 

The Indian Navy has been focusing on developing 
indigenous platforms, systems, sensors and weapons as part 
of the nation's modernisation and expansion of its maritime 
forces. As of 2020 the Indian Navy has 43 vessels of various 
types under construction, including an aircraft carrier; 



 

 

destroyers; frigates; corvettes; andand- conventional-
powered and nuclear-powered submarines and plans to 
build a strong navy of 200 vessels and 500 aircraft by 2050. 
In 2013 a senior naval official outlined the Indian Navy's 
intention to build a 200 ship navy over a 10-year 
period. According to Chief of Naval Staff's statement in 
December 2020. India has transformed from a buyer's navy 
to a builder's navy. All 41 ships under construction are being 
produced in Indian shipyards, both publicly and privately 
owned. However some projects have suffered from long 
delays and cost overruns.  
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Indian Navy carrier battle group in formation, 

showing some of the latest additions to the fleet. 

The increasing interest of the Chinese People's Liberation 
Army Navy in the Indian Ocean region has led the Indian 
Navy to invest more in anti-submarine ships, such as 
the Kamorta-class corvette, long-range maritime 
reconnaissance aircraft such as Boeing P-8 Poseidon and 
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ships such as the Saryu-class patrol vessel and unmanned 
aerial vehicles such as the IAI Heron-1. However the lack of 
a strong submarine fleet has diminished its capabilities to 
some extent. Post-Chinese intrusions into Ladakh in 2020, it 
has been announced that the Indian Navy plans to upgrade 
the military facilities in the Andaman and Nicobar 
Islands on the eastern seaboard as well as Lakshadweep on 
the western seaboard, with the aim of having a network of 
island airbases in both the Arabian Sea and the Bay of 
Bengal which provides an infrastructure which will 
guarantee freedom of navigation and overflight to all Indian 
territories.  
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